
February 2, 2009 - Special Town Council Meeting

 

At a Special Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Middletown,

RI, held at the Middletown Town Hall on Monday, February 2, 2009 at

6:00 P.M.

 

 

Council President Christopher T. Semonelli, Presiding

Vice Chairman Richard Cambra

Councillor Frank A. Bozyan

Councillor M. Theresa Santos

Councillor Edward J. Silveira, Jr.

Councillor Robert J. Sylvia

Councillor Barbara A. VonVillas, Members Present

 



POSTED – January 27, 2009

 

 

Wendy J.W. Marshall, Town Clerk

Town of Middletown

Town Hall – 350 East Main Road

Middletown, Rhode Island 02842

 

Dear Mrs. Marshall:

 

            Pursuant to the provisions of Article II, Section 203 of the

Town Charter and in accordance with Sections 42-46-2 and 42-46-6.,

RIGL, I hereby call a Special Meeting of the Town Council to formally

consider, discuss and act upon the following item of business:



 

Town’s legislative concerns to be addressed at the 2009 session of

the General Assembly – with the Town’s General Assembly

delegation and School Administrators

 

Said meeting will be held on Monday, February 2, 2009, at 6:00 P.M. at

the Middletown Town Hall, 350 East Main Road, Middletown, Rhode

Island 02842.

 

                                                           

____________________________________

                                                            Christopher T. Semonelli,

President

                                                            Middletown Town Council

 

CC:

 Town Council



 Public Library

 School Dept.

 

 

 Town Administrator

 Town Solicitor

  

 

 

       

This meeting location is accessible to the handicapped.  Individuals

requiring interpreter services for the hearing-impaired should notify

the Town Clerk’s Office at 847-0009 not less than 48 hours before the

meeting.

 

On motion of Vice Chairman Cambra, duly seconded, it was voted

unanimously to receive said communication.

 

Also present were Senator Louis P. DiPalma, Representative Amy G.



Rice, and Representative Deborah L. Ruggiero.

 

Present, representing the School Department were Superintendent

Rosemarie Kraeger, Assistant Superintendent Linda Savastano,

Business Manager Catherine McLeish, School Committee Chair

Michael Crowley, Vice Chair Theresa Spengler, members Kellie

DiPalma and William R. O’Connell.    

 

Council President Semonelli addressed all the attendees noting the

Town requests assistance from mandates and the stimulus package. 

Mr. Semonelli suggested the need for a coalition with other cities and

towns may be warranted to eliminate some current mandates.

 

Town Administrator Shawn Brown noted that he and School

Superintendent Rosemarie Kraeger had prepared an agenda for this

meeting entered here:

 

Agenda



 

1.   Impact of supplemental budget and discussion regarding budget

articles

 

2.   Relief from unfunded mandates and other concerns

 

A.  Town mandates submitted to DOA and not reimbursed per S3050

B.  School concerns

a.   Statutes

i.    Change March 1st teacher layoff date to June

ii.   Eliminate public schools providing textbooks to private schools

other than those books reimbursed by the State (cost is

approximately $12,000)  

iii.  Eliminate public schools providing bussing to private schools

(cost is approximately $135,000)



iv.  Provide the ability for school districts to assess families student

activity fees with a provision that students on free and reduced lunch

will not be charged or will be charged a reduced rate

v.   Allow for advertising on school facilities

vi.  Allow districts to offer 403Bs in lieu of State pension system

vii. Eliminate eligibility for teacher unemployment benefits for July

and August.

b.   Mandates

i.    Increase funding for group home bed allocations (currently

$15,000 a bed).  This rate has been the same for 6 years.  Middletown

has 28 beds.

ii.   Provide State funds for Career Technical Center tuitions similar to

Davies (currently our FY08-09 cost is $348,000 for 11 FT and 19 PT

students)

c.   Other

i.    Provide a predictable State aid formula

ii.   Provide a differential funding formula for “high-end” special



education students (FY07-08 expenses were $1,743,774)

iii.  Allow an “opt out” clause for statewide purchasing

(transportation, health insurance, foodservice) if districts can prove

lower costs/premiums.

 

3.   Economic Stimulus package

 

4.   Consider amending S3050 to include growth in the base

 

5.   Status of rationalization efforts

 

Town Administrator Shawn Brown reviewed the Impact to the Town

from the Supplemental Budget, entered here:

 

Superintendent of Schools Rosemarie Kraeger noted that the School



Committee and Administration do not support the elimination of

school bus monitors.  Ms. Kraeger also noted concerns with joint

purchasing of healthcare, food service and bus transportation

explaining that Middletown may get a better rate on their own rather

than participating in joint purchasing.  

 

There was considerable discussion of joint purchasing/statewide

purchasing of transportation, healthcare, food service, the elimination

of bus monitors, unsupported state mandates, relief of state

mandates, Senate Bill 3050, regionalization, and vague legislation

amendments.

 

Representative Amy Rice addressed the attendees noting she

disagrees with supplemental budgets, does not support the

elimination of bus monitors and hopes to change some of the

governor’s proposals.  At this time, private school textbooks and

bussing is being addressed.  Representative Rice suggested that a

resolution be drafted outling concerns of the Town, which she will

present to legislators.

 



Representative Deborah L. Ruggiero agrees that if Cities or Towns

are able to get a better rate pertaining to joint/statewide purchasing,

they should have to the ability to opt out of the plan.  Ms. Ruggiero

noted that she will present any resolutions to the legislators the

Council may pass.

 

Senator Louis P. DiPalma noted that he serves on the State Finance

Committee and the State Education Committee. Currently, the

committees have met about the goals/achievements for communities

and are addressing the funding formula. 

 

Councillor Silveira noted that currently the financial situation does

not look bright.  Mr. Silvieria suggested that we review our

infrastructure; the burden must not keep falling on the taxpayer.

 

Councillor Sylvia noted that Middletown must be proactive and act

immediately to this financial situation. 

 



School Committee Chair Michael Crowley requested to meet in

approximately six weeks for an update on the status of legislation

and the state supplemental budget. 

 

On motion of Vice Chairman Cambra, duly seconded, it was voted

unanimously to adjourn this meeting at 6:50 P.M.

 

                                                            ___________________________

                                                            Wendy J.W. Marshall, CMC

                                                            Council Clerk


